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When I was growing up in Inchicore, Dublin, we were 
blessed with a beautiful crib which told the story of 
Christmas from the searching for a room in the inn, 
to the wise men following the star, the mystery of the 
nativity and as you were leaving you were faced with 
King Herod! Like in many Churches the crib was 
kept open until February 2nd and the feast of the 
Presentation of the Lord. This year just as we put 
away our crib figures we find ourselves making a 
quick transition into Lent.

Pope Francis describes Lent as, “A new beginning, 
a path leading to the certain goal of Easter, Christ’s 
victory over death. This season urgently calls us to 
conversion. Christians are asked to return to God 

“with all their hearts” (Joel 2:12), to refuse to settle 
for mediocrity and to grow in friendship with the Lord. 
Jesus is the faithful friend who never abandons us.”

In preparation for Lent this year, I received a book 
called “God with us” edited by Greg Pennoyer & 
Gregory Wolfe. The authors describe Lent as being 
like “cleansing the palate so that we can taste life 
more fully.”

The normal “food” that we eat such as our busyness, 
distractions, entertainment and even our phones can 
all help shield us from the deeper movements occurring 
beneath the surface of our lives. Lent is an invitation 
to “fast” from some of this so that we can be better in 
touch with our own vulnerability and fears and so be 
more open to the presence of God in our lives. 
As Pennoyer and Wolfe conclude, “Lent and Easter 
reveal the God with us for us in all of life – for our 
liberation, for our healing, for our wholeness. Lent 
and Easter remind us that even in death there can 
be found resurrection.”

- Fr. Lorcán O’Reilly OMI

www.oblates.ie



Oblate Connections 3 Oblate Connections 2 

When I was little, they brought me the distraction 
that the extraordinary always brings to children. 
You got to go up the aisle with adults and got a 
black mark on your forehead and returned to your 
pew caught up in the feeling that something 
peculiar had happened to you.

You didn’t understand it, but it felt special. Then 
you could stare at everyone in church and go home 
and examine yourself in a mirror. I was always slow 
to wash them off.

In my early teen years, fighting inside of myself to 
integrate the fact that several young people around 
me had died, the idea of getting ashes put on my 
forehead, complete with the formula— “Remember, 
dust thou art, and into dust thou shalt return!”—
both frightened and repulsed me. It reminded me 
too much of death.

During those years, I was most quick to wash them 
off after leaving church.

As a young seminarian, going through the years of 
first fervour within religious life, the ashes of Lent 
took on deep meaning. They reminded me of the 
young and saintly deaths of Therese of Lisieux and 
Gabriel the Passionist—and they reminded me that 
here we “mourn and weep in this valley of tears” 
and that it is best not to put all of our stock in this 
world. Again, I was slow to wash the ashes off.

Sitting in the Ashes
– Fr Ron Rolheiser, OMI

Later, as a post-Vatican II seminarian and a young 
priest, I went through a phase where, again, I 
thought the whole practice of receiving ashes 
(and especially the formula about dust and death) 
was morbid. I guess the rest of the church felt at 
least a bit the same because the church changed 
the formula and made the bit about returning to 
dust optional.

What the church should have been emphasizing, 
I felt then, was not death and sin, but resurrection 
and love. Those years I didn’t even wait until Mass 
was over before pulling a handkerchief from my 
pocket and wiping the ashes away.

Several years ago, for many reasons, a connection 
formed in my mind between those ashes and call to 
social justice. The ashes symbolized the burnt and 
crumpled lives of the poor. Again, I wore ashes with 
pride and was slow to wash them off.

This past Ash Wednesday, I felt altogether different 
about ashes. They symbolized, for me, so much of 
my own life that has been burned and reduced to 
ashes—certain dreams, a naïve innocence, youth, 
a sense of power over my life, a sense of my own 
goodness and moral adequacy.

Feeling more than a little dislocated and inadequate, 
I took the ashes and was in no particular hurry to 
wash them off—nor was I thrilled by leaving them 
on. After all those years and all those changes, 
this year, for the first time, I felt like I was sitting 
in the ashes.

When I look at all of this, I see that through these 
years the ashes have been very patient with me! 
They’ve challenged me and have, like God himself, 
been most accepting of my reaction.

I see too that, irrespective of how I felt about them, 
I needed them and the reaction they caused in me 
spoke loudly of what demons I was meant to meet 
in each particular Lent. This year, it seems, they 
want me to sit myself among them. What does it 
mean “to sit in the ashes”?

In some Indian tribes they used to live in communal 
longhouses. In the centre of these longhouses the 
roof opened to the sky and the fires that were used 
for heating, cooking and light were lit under 
that opening.

Sometimes a certain tribe member would be going 
through some phase in his or her life and would,

for a period of time, long or short, sleep (not in the 
beds) but at the edge of the fire, in the ashes. During 
this time, he or she wouldn’t wash or do his or her 
regular work.

It was understood that they needed to be “in the 
ashes,” that some dislocation had rendered them 
powerless to go on with business as usual and that 
some silent inner work was going on inside of them. 
Always, after some time, they would one day wash 
off the ashes and return to regular life (and a regular 
bed)… usually full of a new energy and power.

The ashes of Lent can be those kind of ashes for us. 
They invite us, among many other things, to leave our 
regular beds and tables to sleep and sit patiently 
for a while in the ashes at the edges of the fire so 
that some silent, inner, gestation process can teach 
us what it means that we are dust and that we are 
invited to turn from sin to the Gospel.I’ve gone through many changes in my relationship to the ashes that 

mark our foreheads at the beginning of Lent…

Job Opportunity…
For a Youth Ministry Worker with 
the Missionary Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate

Do you have vision, creativity and energy? 
We are looking for a dynamic individual to 
join our Youth Ministry team who will help 
foster and co-ordinate the development 
of new and existing projects and youth 
initiatives.

The successful candidate should have the
following qualifications/characteristics:

• Is an active member of a Catholic faith community 
and living witness of gospel values.

• Ability to work as part of a team.
• Demonstrates competencies in organisational 

management, can communicate values and vision, 
and can promote youth ministry and mission.

• Displays and can drive an understanding of and 
commitment to the Oblate vision for youth mission 
and ministry

• Has a full driving licence.
• Is able to demonstrate good computer skills in 

areas such as word processing, spreadsheets 
and powerpoint.

• It is desirable that the candidate would have a 
qualification in youth or pastoral ministry.

• It is desirable that the candidate has with a 
familiarity with and a good relationship with the 
Missionary Oblates and the Catholic Community.

The successful candidate while being based primarily 
in Edinburgh will also be expected to travel to other 
locations as part of their normal working schedule.

This position will carry a salary between £22,000 – 
£27,500 subject to qualifications and experience. 
The post will be a 3 year fixed term contract that will 
be subject to review after the end of the contract.

Further information as well as application forms
for this position should be directed to:
Fr. Martin Moran OMI, St Mary’s Star of the Sea, 
106 Constitution Street, Edinburgh EH6 6AW.
T: 0131 554 2482 E: oblate_partners@btinternet.com Closing date for applications March 31st, 2018
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Fr. Louis Lougen, the Superior General of the 
Oblates has appointed Fr. Oliver BARRY to be the 
next Provincial of the Anglo-Irish Province. Fr. Oliver 
will succeed Fr. Ray Warren as Provincial in June 
2018. Fr. Oliver is currently director of the De Mazenod 
Retreat Centre in London. Here he has been developing 
a new mission whose aim is to be a focal point of 
Spirituality and Mission for those who live and work 
in the City of London and surrounding area.

Prior to this he has worked in wide a variety of different 
ministries including as Director of the Oblate Retreat 
Centre in Crewe, the outreach mission on the Broad-
water Farm Estate in London and Parish Priest in 
Darndale in Dublin. He has also worked in migrant 
ministry as well as in St. Anne’s parish in Birmingham 
and Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in West 
Kilburn, London.

The Next 
Provincial Named

Fr. Ray Warren, the current Provincial, reflected the 
widespread support and best wishes for Fr. Oliver’s 
appointment when he writes, “I offer Oliver our love 
and loyalty, prayer and support as he takes up the 
burden and the joys of this office of service to the 
Congregation and to each of us. Oliver’s appointment 
along with new Provincials of the Philippines, Cruz 
del la Sur in South America, Indonesia and the newly 
amalgamated South African Province indicates the 
continuity of the Oblate mission and necessity of new 
leadership across the Congregation.”

We wish Fr. Oliver well in the months ahead as he 
prepares to take on his new mission of service to the 
Oblate Family and the Church.

My call to the consecrated missionary life emerged 
in the bosom of a Mexican Catholic family, of simple 
faith, of strong devotion to the Virgin Mary, of a strong 
community experience.

At the age of 17, being in High School, I had the 
grace to meet the Oblates. I considered myself as a 
restless man, with a spirit in a constant search. They 
invited me to make a Holy Week mission experience, 
I accepted and that is when everything in my life 
began to change. It was when little by little everything 
gained meaning: in a way, intuitively, it seems that I 
had found what I had always sought.

The missionary experience of Holy Week gave me 
the opportunity to meet the Oblate charism: always 
on the side of the poor, living with simplicity and joy, 
ready to give everything, true men of God and true 
men of the Virgin Mary.

After that missionary experience, I returned home 
with a burning, restless heart, wondering if God was 
calling me to be an Oblate missionary. The only security 
I had, although at that time I did not understand what 
it was, to be an Oblate, I knew in my heart that I had 
found my place: I experienced the love of God in the 
midst of the people, I discovered the need that we all 
have of being accompanied by the mercy, I received 
a joy that remained and that came from God. In other 
words, I fell in love with the mission and with the idea 
of being a missionary.

A reflection by Fr. Eduardo Núñez-Yépez, OMI

After almost a year of discernment, I joined the Oblates 
and started the formation program to experience the 
missionary-consecrated life in all its dimensions. 
I remember my training time as a conversion process. 
I discovered that God is calling me to be consecrated 
in my whole life and that he would have called me 
not because I was the best, but to be better. I was 
strongly invited to an experience of Divine Love, in 
the midst of my community of brothers and in the 
midst of the community I served.

I define my formation time, almost 13 years, as a time 
of grace, conversion, knowledge of myself, openness 
to different cultures and above all as a process in 
which I discover myself called and loved by a God of 
mercy that walks with us.

I carried out the different stages of training in different 
parts of Mexico and abroad (Puebla City, Guadalajara, 
Paraguay City, Guatemala City, Mexico City, Canada, 
Bolivia). In each of these places I had a true experience 
of being Church, of being a community, of being a 
family. I experienced knowing that I am accompanied, 
sheltered, protected by this great family; my 
religious community.

By the grace of God, I was ordained as a priest on 
August 26, 2016. After completing the first formation, 
it was time to express the desire to exercise the mission 
in certain countries. I asked the Superior General to be 
sent again to Canada, Paraguay or stay in Mexico, but 
God already had his plans! He asked me to consider 
the Anglo-Irish province. After praying and asking the 
Lord to enlighten me, I decided to say yes, and I did 
it very aware that possibly it would be a difficult 
experience: different language, culture, brothers, etc.

In October 2016 I travelled to London, to meet my 
new family, my new province for the first time. I must 
say that welcome was very good. I felt at home. 
After all, we are Oblates!

In December of the same year, I returned to Mexico 
to spend the Christmas holidays with my family. It 
was a very special moment, at the same time they 
were also assimilating my departure to distant lands. 
They have always encouraged me to go ahead and 
give everything to the mission.

In January 2017 I arrived in Dublin, and this time to 
stay. I was appointed to work in a small faith com-
munity: Our Lady of the Wayside Parish, in Bluebell. 
I must say that from the first moment I felt the love, 
welcome and support of this community. In spite 
of being a small community, the heart that beats in 
them is a big heart, always ready to ‘be’, to love, to 
accompany and support their missionaries and their 
members of the community.

Already a year of being in this Parish, the only thing 
I discovered is that the grace of God always sustains 
us. As a missionary, without the people I am nobody. 
It is because them and only with them that my ministry 
has reason to be. I give infinite thanks to my community 
for supporting me and encouraging me day by day. 
I ask God to continue giving me the enthusiasm and 
a generous heart to be a missionary according to the 
heart of Jesus.

‘First of all, prepare the ground in silence for kindness, 
an intimate contact, the good example of others, 
make contact, let them have fun and meet them, 
love them from the bottom of the heart, let myself 
estimating and love for them... my apostolate must 
be the kindness’ – Charles de Foucauld

My experience
Discovering the grace of God 
at every moment

Return to Contents Page Return to Contents Page
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Pope Francis visited the city of Iquique, on the last 
stage of his trip to Chile and before departing for Peru, 
the final destination of his sixth pontifical tour of Latin 
America. Iquique is a city located in the Atacama 
desert in the northern region of Tarapacá. As part of 
his visit the Holy Father visited the small Shrine of 
Our Lady of Lourdes in Iquique where the Oblates 
serve. During his visit to the Shrine he had a moment 
of prayer and the blessed a number of sick people. 

Earlier in the day the Holy Father celebrated a Eucharist 
with the people of northern Chile who gathered at 
the Lobito Campus in Iquique. There he crowned the 
statue of the Our Lady of Carmen of “La Tirana”, the 
Patroness of the locality. The theme of immigration 
was prominent in the Pope’s homily as Iquique is 
home to migrants drawn from many different 
nationalities and together they represent about ten 
percent of the city’s population. The following is a 
short extract from his homily:

Brothers and sisters, Iquique is a land of dreams 
(for so its, name means in the Aymara language). 
It is a land that has given shelter to men and women 
of different peoples and cultures who had to leave ev-
erything behind and set out. Setting out always with 
the hope of obtaining a better life, yet, as we know, 
always with their bags packed with fear and

uncertainty about the future. Iquique is a region 
of immigrants, which reminds us of the greatness of 
men and women, entire families, who, in the face 
of adversity, refused to give up and set out in search 
of life. In search of life. They – especially those who 
had to leave their land for lack of life’s bare necessities 
– are an image of the Holy Family, which had to cross 
deserts to keep on living.

This land is a land of dreams, but let us work to ensure 
that it also continues to be a land of hospitality. 
A festive hospitality, for we know very well that there 
is no Christian joy when doors are closed; there is no 
Christian joy when others are made to feel unwanted, 
when there is no room for them in our midst 
(cf. Lk 16:19-31).

Pope Francis with the 
Oblates of Chile in Iquique

Pope Francis and Peace in the World
Throughout the ages, the Church’s stand on war 
has evolved, according to the situations and the 
availability of new and advanced weapons. 
The “Just War” theory was standard teaching for 
many years, but Pope Francis is now questioning 
the legitimacy of any war, given the terrible 
consequences for humanity. How has this 
teaching evolved?

Death with Dignity: A Catholic Approach
As more and more countries legalise euthanasia 
and assisted suicide, this raises serious pastoral 
questions, not only for the person who 
contemplates suicide, but also for the family 
and other survivors.

Contemporary
Concerns

Ecumenism: lessons learnt and still to be learnt
The unity of Christians is a fundamental goal – 
that all may be one – and we can ask how we can 
advance on the path to full Christian unity, taking 
advantage of lessons learned from the reformation.

To book a place at this event or for more 
information please contact: 
Kirk Jacob, 
Oblate Partners in Mission Office, 
Denis Hurley House, 
14 Quex Road, 
London NW6 4PL

Phone: +44 (0) 20 7624 7296
Email: kirk.oblate.partners@gmail.com

A Workshop with Fr. Frank Morrisey OMI
Mon. 21st May, 10.30am - Tues. 22nd May, 2.00pm

Return to Contents Page Return to Contents Page



The Camino de Santiago
An Easter Pilgrimage in 2018
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“This is the Korean Olympic Committee speaking. 
Are you Mr. Kim Ha Jong?” says the voice on the other 
end of the phone. I immediately think: “They have 
noticed my cycling skills and they are calling me to 
be part of the national team”. This thought passes 
through my mind like a flash; then a second thought: 

“But at the Winter Olympic Games there is no cycling. 
So?”. I concentrate and listen more attentively to the 
one who is speaking to me. Is this a stupid joke? “We 
are calling you,” continues the speaker, “because 
we want you to be one of the bearers of the Olympic 
torch, a torch bearer.” “Excuse me—please—there 
must be a mistake. I am Vincenzo Bordo and I am 
an Italian”. “Yes we know”. “But I am a foreigner,” I 
continue. “Yes, that’s why we are calling you. The 
spirit of the Olympic Games is a spirit of universal 
brotherhood and welcome, and with this gesture, we 
would like to say to our fellow countrymen that Korea 
is one country and that all those who live and work 
here are part of this people, without discrimination or 
prejudice, and are part of this wonderful story that we 
are building together”.

With hesitation and joy I accept the offer. At the same 
time I feel honoured to live and work in a nation that 
is capable of expressing these values of acceptance 
and kindness towards immigrants.

Yes, I am a foreigner too. Today, talking about 
immigrants is not easy because this word is too often 
associated with social degradation, violence, rape, 
robbery, theft and much more negativity. I also have 
experienced this difficult reality.

OMI missionary: bearer of the
Olympic torch – Korea

I remember the fear and the prejudices I encountered 
at the start of my life in Korea. There was misunder-
standing because we did not know anything about 
each other: I did not understand nor speak the lan-
guage, I did not know the habits of the Koreans; they 
did not know my culture, my origins, the reasons why 
I had come to a country so far from mine. I felt their 
distrust, their fear, so much so that children, startled 
and scared, chased me, shouting: “Stranger, foreigner, 
go home, go home”.

Then I started to run a centre for the poor and for the 
street people. Next, the municipal officials accused 
me of tarnishing the good name of the city since, 
because of our centre, so many of the poor, the 
abandoned, the beggars came, even from outside, 
to ask for help and have a hot meal which only we 
were providing.

Slowly our centre has become bigger and bigger: 
550 meals distributed every day, a dormitory for the 
homeless, a small workshop for the unemployed, 4 
family homes for street children. To handle all these 
activities, there is the constant effort of 600 volunteers, 
5000 benefactors, 40 young employees —social 
workers, teachers, counsellors, administrative 
employees—properly hired. It was obvious to everyone 
that our association was responding to people’s real 
needs and at that point, no one could deny the 
positive contribution it made to Korean society.

At that moment, the desire to discredit me, to hurt 
me, perhaps even to destroy me, was born in the 
heart of jealous people of bad faith. So for about a 
year I found myself running between the police station, 
the prosecutor and the court because of being falsely 
accused of stealing the money of the donors and 
having… listen to this… even sexually abused some 
of our children. Yes, I too have been accused of sexual 
violence! How did it end? The one who accused me 
of these serious crimes is now in jail for extortion, 
defamation and forgery, while I am here to carry the 
Olympic flame.

I understand very well that when a stranger arrives, at 
first one has an instinctive fear and a natural anxiety 
because this person is different from us, speaks a 
language that we do not understand, eats food that 
smells disgusting and prays to a God we do not know…

But Pope Francis says: “It is important to promote 
the culture of the encounter, the openness to the 
other as a face, as a person, as a brother and sister 
to get to know and respect, with their history, their 
strengths and weaknesses, their richness and 
limitations. Do not be afraid of the differences nor 
of the conflicts that normally exist”.

- Originally published on omiworld.org

This year, why not make your Easter a journey of faith – a pilgrimage?
Join a small group of Oblate pilgrims from England, Ireland, Scotland 
and Wales as we set out to walk the final 135km of the ancient Camino 
route through northern Spain, arriving in Santiago de Compostela just 
in time for Easter Sunday Mass in the beautiful Cathedral. Celebrate 
the Triduum along the Way, in beautiful, intimate surroundings.

Dates: Sunday 25th March – Tuesday 3rd April 
Cost: £495pp (e560) (Half board, ex London)

For more information please contact: 
Chris Cullen, St. Mary Star of the Sea, 106 Constitution Street, Leith, Edinburgh, EH6 6AW
Tel: +44 (0) 131 555 2179 | Chris.oblate.partners@gmail.com
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Summer Camp 2018

July 29th - August 3rd 2018

This year, why not give your child a Summer 
Holiday with a difference?
Young people from England, Ireland, Scotland and 
Wales, aged 12-14, will come together for 5 days 
of outdoor activities and teambuilding, with time 
for reflection and prayer each evening. The camp 
will take place in Lilliput OEC, near Mullingar 
Ireland. Chaperoned transport will be provided 
from Edinburgh, London and Dublin. Centre staff 
are fully trained, and all staff and volunteers will 
be Garda Vetting/DBS certified. The subsidised 
cost of the camp includes all travel, meals, 
accommodation and equipment hire.

The cost of the camp is £225 / €225

For more information about the camp, contact:

IRELAND 
Padraig Corcoran
St Michael’s Inchicore,
52A Bulfin Rd, Inchicore, Dublin 8
Mobile: +353 (0)877723255
Email: padraig.oblate.partners@gmail.com

BRITAIN
Ronan Lavery, 
Oblate Partners in Mission Office,
Denis Hurley House, 
14 Quex Road London NW6 4PL.
Tel: 020- 7624- 7296 
Email: lavery.ronan@googlemail.com

Bookings now 
being taken 
for Summer 

2018
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Archbishop Sylvain Lavoie, OMI retired as bishop of Keewatin Le Pas in Canada in 2012. 
He spent over 30 years ministering among the aboriginal peoples of north and central 
Saskatchewan in Canada and today he is a member of the Oblate team at the Star of 
the North Retreat Centre. In this article he reflects on the 
Gift of Indigenous Spirituality to Us All.

Respect 
For All Creation

rather than on guilt and punishment for the past. 
So great is this respect for creation that an elder like 
Elsie Paul of Edmonton stresses that one should never 
spit on mother earth, which would be to desecrate her.

For the Indigenous people, relationships are very, 
very important, even critical. A young couple in one 
First Nation community I was visiting for the first time 
asked me a poignant question that touched my heart: 

“Father, will you be growing old with us?” In a sense, 
relationships border on the sacred. The first subject 
of conversation when Indigenous people meet is to 
whom they are related, and are they related to each 
other. There is a very strong sense that we are related 
to all of creation – very similar to the spirituality of St. 
Francis and his view of Brother Sun and Sister Moon.

Concomitant with this World-view of the Sacred is the 
Ethic of Non-interference that is based on respect – 
a respect that flows from the historical need for the 
greatest degree of cooperation for survival of the tribe, 
as well as that foundational belief in the goodness of 
the other. It is amazing how elders and parents will 
allow children freedom to explore and experiment 
with anything and everything – shocking almost, until 
one reflects that is exactly how God relates to us – 
never forcing us and always underwhelming us.

Respect for the dead is another strong characteristic 
of Indigenous life. Every attempt is made to get to 
the funeral of a loved one, and how painful it is when 
one cannot. The ability to grieve and mourn the loss 
of a community member is perhaps one of the things 
that has helped the Indigenous peoples to survive, as 
they are affected by what late elder Joe Couture calls 
collective grief, with so many premature and unnatural, 
tragic deaths touching every family.

One of the most complete 
funerals I have ever 
experienced was that 
of elder Jimmy Chief of 
wîhcekaskosîwi-sâkahikan (Onion Lake) who had 
memories of the Frog Lake Massacre. As soon as 
news of his death reached the community, a fire was 
lit outside the hall that would burn until he was buried. 
Hundreds came to the wake that featured prayer and 
many speakers. The funeral was a real community 
event, again with many speakers. At the cemetery, 
the casket was placed in the grave that was then 
filled with dirt shoveled in. The dirt was heaped into 
a mound, then covered with a blanket held in place 
with stones. Flowers were placed on the blanket, 
covering every inch of it. Two elders stood between 
them at the head of the grave to pray together, holding 
on to the cross and a sapling with ribbons on it. After 
walking clock-wise around the grave, everyone shook 
hands with the family as they left the cemetery. Finally, 
a feast was held at the hall at which prayers were 

said to release the spirit of the deceased, and everyone 
was served by oskâpewisak, young male servers. 
The whole ceremony, from beginning to end, spoke 
of respect for both life and death.

A final element that speaks of respect for creation is 
the medicine wheel. The fundamental values at the 
heart of the medicine wheel are respect for all things 
and living in harmony with all that is around and 
within oneself. There is equality, direction, movement, 
and respect for all the stages of life within the wheel.

In many ways, Indigenous spirituality is a gift to the 
church, and to our society that now more than ever, 
is realizing that the World-view of Science is just not 
enough to satisfy the human spirit.

– By Archbishop Emeritus Sylvain Lavoie, OMI
Originally published on omilacombe.ca

A tourist travelling through the forest of Vancouver 
Island on the way to Tofino went for a walk in the 
dense forest. He came across a sight he had never 
seen before – a young tree growing right out of the 
center of a huge old rotting tree lying flat in the forest. 
This, he was told, was a nurse tree. That image stirred 
pleasant emotions within him as it reminded him of 
the Paschal Mystery – passion, death and resurrection.

The power of that brief brush with nature can help 
us understand why the Indigenous peoples of the 
world, living so close to nature for millennia, have a 
natural respect for all of creation. Theirs has been 
the culture of the poor – often subsistence living, at 
the mercy of the elements, and not in control of them 
as is our modern Western developed society with the 
gift, and perhaps at times, curse of technology.

A foundational cultural reality that characterizes 
indigenous spirituality is the World-view of the Sacred, 
as opposed to the Western World-view of the Scientific 
that seeks to explain everything logically and rationally. 
The World-view of the Sacred sees the hand of the 
Creator, Kihcimanito, in everything, and a living spirit 
in everything. It points to a profound inter-connected-
ness of all things within an inter-active spiritual plane 
of existence. That is why Mary Jane, a teacher with 
two academic degrees, cannot be convinced that the 
northern lights are simply electrons and molecules in 
action, and not the spirits of the dead dancing.

Within this world-view of the sacred lies almost a 
doctrine of original sanctity, or blessing. The focus is 
on the potential goodness within each person, rather 
than on a negative action they might have done. 
It tends to see each person as one step away from 
heaven, rather than the opposite. The stress is on 
respect and encouragement to move into the future,
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€10/£10 
Reduction 
if you book 

online

For further information:

Our packages include:

•	Flights
•	Airport	Transfers
•	Full	Board	accommodation	for	5	nights	

(7	nights	Edinburgh)

*Assisted Pilgrims package also includes:

•	Medical	team	on	all	flights
•	Full	board	at	the	Accueil	Notre	Dame	

(within	the	grounds	of	the	Shrine)
•	24	hr	medical	care

Assisted 
Pilgrims

€599
(DUBLIN)

Assisted 
Pilgrims

£469
(LONDON)

BRITAIN
From

£554
IRELAND

From

€645

Oblate Lourdes
Pilgrimage

Packages Available From
Dublin • London • Manchester • Edinburgh

www.OblateLourdesPilgrimage.com

LONDON
Noreen	Keenan,
T: 020 7624 1701 noreen@omiquex.org.uk

MANCHESTER
Kirk	Jacob,
T: 020 7624 7296 kirk.oblate.partners@googlemail.com

EDINBURGH
Fr.	Martin	Moran,	OMI	or	Kathy	Barclay
T: 0131 554 2482 info@stmarysstarofthesea.org

DUBLIN
Fr.	Vincent	Mulligan,	OMI	or	Barbara	Hogan,
T: 01 454 2888 mamioblate@eircom.net

17th - 22nd September

a place of healing;
a place of peace.

a place of encounter;
Lourdes,

Weekend Lenten Retreat
23-25 March
An opportunity to take time out during this season.

This Retreat will include some reflective inputs, 
Eucharist, The Sacrament of Reconciliation, 
moments of prayer and periods for quiet and 
gentle reflection.

Easter Triduum
29 March – 1 April
Celebrate the Easter Ceremonies in 
the context of a retreat. During the 
three days there will be times of 
silence and opportunities 
for sharing.

Individually Guided Retreats
25 March – 1 April, 27-29 April
An Individually Guided Retreat is a very special 
experience providing the opportunity for a person to 
explore and deepen their personal relationship with God.

An Individually Guided Retreat is undertaken in 
silence, a silence which allows the retreatant to find 
an inner stillness which better enables the person to 
hear God speak to them: "Be still and know that I am 
God." (Psalm 46:10)

In this inner journey the retreatant is guided by a 
trained Spiritual Director. Each day the retreatant 
meets their director and is invited to share, in so far 
as they want to, their prayer experience. The director 
will suggest passages of Scripture which might help 
the retreatant in their personal journey with God.

The Individually Guided Retreats range from two days 
to eight days as the dates above indicate.

Workshops
4-6 May 
Discovering the Mystics through contemplative 
creativity. “Julian of Norwich” Shelia Gosney RJM & 
Joan Brown SND

25- 29 June 
Art and Prayer Sheila Gosney RJM
A spiritual/prayerful experience of deepening and 
discovering the joy of creativity in finding Christ anew 
more deeply intimate within our spiritual journey; 
looking with the inner eyes of wisdom, living our lives 
to the full through prayerful creative experiences.

Oblate Retreat Centre

For information on these and our other events please contact the Oblate Team at:
Oblate Retreat Centre, Wistaston Hall, 89 Broughton Lane, Crewe, Cheshire, CW2 8JS 
Tel: +44 (0) 1270 568 653 or E-mail: director@oblateretreatcentre.org.uk www.orc-crewe.org
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In February 2015 we opened a parish credit union at 
the Sacred Heart, Kilburn, London. Motivated in part 
by the sudden death of a young parent, our primary 
objective was to help people save for those all too 
frequent rainy days and to provide financial services 
and loans to those who might otherwise be unable 
to access them. Having lived in this parish my entire 
life and volunteered in a number of capacities for 
over 20 years, parishioners soon began to confide 
their problems and financial anxieties with me in a 
way that they had neither felt comfortable nor had 
the opportunity to share before. The social blight and 
isolation caused by financial exclusion was pandemic 
from those who had experienced an unexpected 
misfortune to those caught in a spiral of debt crisis 
and poverty.

Financial exclusion not only occurs when people do 
not have fair and equal access to essential financial 
services, such as a bank account, savings account, 
affordable credit or insurance, but also when they 
lack financial knowledge, skills, confidence or 
motivation to access and use the financial services 
available to them. Without a bank account or other 
appropriate financial services, the cost of purchasing 
services or goods increases due to higher fees and 
charges and higher interest payments on credit 
– ‘The Poverty Premium’. Financial exclusion also 
contributes greatly to social exclusion through having 
less money to spend on activities such as school 
outings, cultural and sporting activities and lifelong 
education, or struggling to find an employer who 
does not require employees to have a bank account. 

• People living in the most deprived 10% of areas 
will die nine years younger than those living in the 
richest 10%.

• 1 in 3 people who are in arrears go on to develop a 
mental health issue. 

• You are four-to-six times more likely to have debt 
crisis if you have mental health issues.

Having given up my career to be the primary carer 
for my parents and following their deaths, I knew only 
too well what that isolation felt like but as I struggled, 
I felt compelled by my faith to do what I could 
for others.

It is known that sound financial literacy can greatly 
reduce the impact of financial exclusion and mitigate 
the effect of the poverty premium in addition to 
preventing high interest and/or unaffordable debt. 
Further encouraged by Father Terry Murray I 
embarked on what was to become a life changing 
journey. After an introductory course with Quaker 
Social Action, I joined a project sponsored by 
Toynbee Hall to train as a Community Money Mentor. 
My objective was to learn more about the barriers 
to financial inclusion in my area, increase the money 
management skills of the community and develop 
capacity to support people in non-crisis 
money management.

I went on to study how to teach financial skills 
and how to assist people in their given situation to 
navigate through, to some, an impenetrable financial 
maze of options and bad decisions, to help people 
make conscious and considered financial choices 
from budgeting, saving, negotiating with debtors, 
using price comparison sites, switching utility tariffs, 
researching and applying for grants, securing 
manageable loans with competitive rates and making 
small day to day changes which cumulatively make 
a big impact not only on their finances but ultimately 
on their health… but how to sustain this?

In November 2017 I qualified as a Toynbee Hall 
Community Money Mentor Trainer to build a local 
resource of money mentors who could offer safe, 
accredited peer to peer support and to provide those 
volunteers with additional skills and qualifications.

My first class graduated at Kensington Palace this 
January.

A Parish Credit Union in London

Have you ever felt the call to the Priesthood 
or Religious Life?

Do you want the opportunity to discern that call? 

If so, why not spend a weekend at our retreat 
centre in Wistaston Hall, Crewe with the 
Oblates of Mary Immaculate

18th-20th May

Weekend with a Difference

Our call is to Prayer, Community and Mission. 
Perhaps yours is too.

St Eugene de Mazenod: A Heart as Big as the World
www.oblates.ie/vocations

For More information please contact:
Fr. John McFadden OMI
Tel: +44 (0) 7803 521 626
Email: j.mcfadden@oblates.co.uk

'I could tell you about how keeping a spending diary 
helped me stop spending money on the little things 
I didn't realise or how my 'needs' are sometimes my 
'wants' but for me it was so much more… I wasn't 
prepared that people would listen to what I had to say 
or that it may have some value. I wasn't prepared to 
regain some of the self-worth that I'd lost'
– Kilburn Community Money Mentor Graduate.

I am so very proud that one of my students has since 
enrolled to become a Toynbee Hall CMM Trainer this 
February and two more will follow in September. I 
feel so blessed and privileged every week to hear 
their stories of how they have shared what they have 
learned with their children, friends and neighbours. 
To watch them grow increasingly in confidence, to 
acquire or rediscover skills they'd thought they

had long lost. To gain financial empowerment 
and knowledge that may have eluded them. To 
hear their successes in negotiating payment plans 
and accessing unknown resources and grants not 
only for themselves but for others. To assist them 
in developing their own social action project on a 
neighbouring social housing estate to aid residents 
with energy efficiency, tariffs, utilities, reducing costs 
and saving money and this is only the beginning.

To date over 500 Toynbee Hall Community Money 
Mentors have been trained who have shared their 
financial knowledge with over 10,000 people. For me, 
helping the most vulnerable in my community and 
helping that community to build financial resilience is 
the most practical and rewarding way that I can serve 
and live my faith in action.
– Pat Fernandes.
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Upcoming Events

If you would like to share your thoughts or ideas with us please contact: Fr. Lorcán O’Reilly OMI, Partners in 
Mission Office, Denis Hurley House, 14 Quex Road, London NW6 4PL or email oblate_partners@btinternet.com

Building Bridges

Differences and conflicts are a normal and an 
inevitable part of our daily lives. They are as com-
mon as laughter, anger, love, hope, work, play and 
are probably no less important than any of these. 
How we deal with difference influences whether 

Oblate Retreat Centre, Wistaston Hall, 89 Broughton Lane, Crewe,Cheshire, CW2 8JS

For more information or to book a place please contact: 
Kirk Jacob, Denis Hurley House, 14 Quex Road, London, NW64PL
Tel: +44 (0) 20 7624 7296 | kirk.oblate.partners@gmail.com

Summer School

Dealing with Differences & Managing
Conflict in Everyday Life

July 27th – 30th 2018

printed	on	paper	from	
a	sustainable	source

The cost of the pilgrimage is:
From London .....................- £535
From Edinburgh .............- £599
From Dublin........................- €635

For more information or to make 
a booking please contact:
Britain: Kirk Jacob, Denis Hurley House, 
14 Quex Road, London, NW6 4PL. 
Phone: 020 76247296 Email: kirk.oblate.partners@googlemail.com

Ireland: Barbara Hogan, Mission Office, 
House of Retreat, Tyrconnell Road, Dublin 8
Phone: 01 4542888 Email: mamiobalte@eircom.net

A Pilgrimage to Paris & Lisieux
A celebration of our vocation 
in the spirit of St Eugene 
and St Therese

outcomes of our conflicts are constructive or 
destructive. During our Summer School we will 
look at what our Christian tradition teaches us and 
also look at some possible answers including skills 
like active listening and negotiation.

June 19th – 25th 2018
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